New England Tournament

The New England Tournament for high school boys' soccer during the 1970s served as
the ultimate regional championship for state title-winning teams across New England. During
this period, high school soccer was still in its relative infancy in some areas, but it was gaining

popularity, with dedicated programs emerging and producing high-level talent.

Teams that captured their respective state championships, like Gorham High School in
Maine, would advance to the New England tournament to compete for regional supremacy.
The format typically involved bracket-style play, culminating in a championship match between
the top teams. Games were sometimes played on neutral sites, and weather conditions could
significantly impact play, as demonstrated by the 1972 final being held on a field that needed

to be cleared of snow.
Here are some key aspects of the format during that era:

Participants: State championship-winning teams from across New England would qualify to
compete.

Structure: The tournament involved a series of elimination matches, leading to a championship
final.

Tie-breaking procedures: While specifics on tie-breakers in knockout matches aren't explicitly
detailed in the available search results, it was common practice in soccer tournaments for
matches tied at the end of regulation to proceed to extra time and then, if necessary, to penalty
shootouts.

Locations: Games were played at various venues, often on neutral sites, such as Bowdoin
College, where the 1972 final was held.

Game timing: High school soccer games in the early 1970s were divided into four quarters, a
format that differs from the two-half system used in many soccer competitions today.

Factors impacting play: Environmental conditions, such as snow requiring field plowing before

a game, could be a factor in tournament matches.

The New England Tournament served as a significant stage for high school soccer
teams to test their skills against top competition from neighboring states, culminating in a

regional champion being crowned.



The tournament was a significant event for the participating high schools and their
communities, with championship victories often celebrated with enthusiasm and recognized
as major achievements. The competitiveness of the tournament fostered rivalries, such as the

rematch between Gorham, Maine, and New Bedford, Massachusetts, in the 1972 final.

The New England Tournament in the 1970s showcased the growing talent and passion
for soccer in the region, laying the groundwork for the sport's continued development at the
high school level.



